216.   REPLT TO "THE STAR"1
[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 16, 1908
THE EDITOR
TOE STAR
SIR,
You published in your notes yesterday the statement that a settle-
ment of the Asiatic question is probable, and you state very properly
that the point (that is, of education) would not appear to be essential
to the general principles involved, as educated Indians could not, out-
side of their own community, make an adequate pittance. I hope that
the news published by you is correct.
What, however, I understand to be the situation is that, whilst the
Government are willing now to repeal the Act and recognize the rights of
Asiatics domiciled in the Colony before the war, they insist upon British
Indians accepting total prohibition of the entry of Indians, no matter
what educational attainments they may possess* This is not in the
law today, as Mr. Sorabji's case has made clear. In asking us, there-
fore, to accept the above disqualification, the Government ask us to
commit communal suicide. If the resident Asiatic population is to be
fully protected, and is to be allowed to remain in the country in a
becoming manner, it must be apparent to every Colonist that they will
need the assistance and guidance of their educated brethren. By
education I do not mean a mere knowledge of the elements of the Eng-
lish or any other European language, but I mean a very high degree of
culture. Does anyone suppose that Indians in the Colony, the majority
of whom are traders, can live with any degree of comfort, if they have
not amongst them such men as I have described above? There is not a
British Colony in the world, with a resident Asiatic population, which
has legislation of the kind to which our consent is now required as a
condition precedent to the granting of simple justice to pre-war
Indians. If the Government think that they can carry their drastic
policy of exclusion, let them do so and let them at the same time recog-
nize the other rights. If justice is on our side on the question of educa-
tion, and if we have sufficient strength in us, we will win.
But, as the position stands at present, it seems to me that I and
other Indians have armed ourselves with voluntary registration certi-
1 Urn appealed in ln&m Opmen, 25-7-1908, under the title "Mr. Essop Mia's
Explanation**.